
Based on the dataset "Suicide, Deaths per 100,000 Population (LGHC Indicator)," here are 
several potential research questions that could be explored: 

1. Temporal Trends and Patterns: 
o "How have suicide rates per 100,000 population in California changed over the 

past decade?" 
o "What are the seasonal variations in suicide rates in California?" 

2. Demographic Analysis: 
o "How do suicide rates vary across different age groups and genders in 

California?" 
o "What are the differences in suicide rates among various ethnic and racial groups 

in California?" 
3. Geographic Disparities: 

o "How do suicide rates differ between urban and rural areas in California?" 
o "What are the regional variations in suicide rates across different counties in 

California?" 
4. Socioeconomic Factors: 

o "How are suicide rates correlated with socioeconomic status indicators such as 
income and education levels in California?" 

o "What is the impact of unemployment rates on suicide rates in California?" 
5. Public Health Interventions: 

o "What has been the impact of mental health intervention programs on suicide 
rates in California over the past decade?" 

o "How effective have public health campaigns been in reducing suicide rates in 
specific high-risk populations in California?" 

6. Healthcare Access: 
o "How do suicide rates correlate with access to mental health care services across 

different regions in California?" 
o "What is the relationship between the availability of crisis intervention services 

and suicide rates in California?" 
7. Comparative Analysis: 

o "How do suicide rates in California compare to national averages and other states 
with similar demographics?" 

o "What lessons can be learned from regions with declining suicide rates in 
California?" 

8. Policy Impact: 
o "What has been the effect of recent state policies aimed at suicide prevention on 

the suicide rates in California?" 
o "How do changes in healthcare policy influence the trends in suicide rates in 

California?" 

These questions can help guide a comprehensive analysis using the provided dataset, focusing on 
various aspects of suicide rates and the factors influencing them within California. 

Research Questions Detailed Discussion 



How do suicide rates in California compare to national averages and other states with 
similar demographics? 

To address this research question, a comparison study can be conducted using the California 
dataset alongside national datasets and those from other states with similar demographics. This 
comparison would involve analyzing the suicide rates per 100,000 population over a specific 
period. Factors to consider include: 

• Demographics: Age, gender, race, and socioeconomic status. 
• Geographic Variations: Urban vs. rural settings. 
• Temporal Trends: Changes over time and identification of any significant events or 

policy changes impacting these rates. 

Librarians can assist by providing access to national and state-level datasets, guiding the 
researcher on how to normalize and compare these datasets, and offering statistical tools and 
software training (Rice & Southall, 2016). 

What lessons can be learned from regions with declining suicide rates in California? 

This question focuses on identifying and understanding successful interventions and strategies 
implemented in regions within California where suicide rates have declined. Steps to approach 
this question include: 

1. Identifying Regions: Use the dataset to pinpoint regions with notable declines in suicide 
rates. 

2. Analyzing Interventions: Investigate public health interventions, policy changes, and 
community programs in those regions. 

3. Comparative Analysis: Compare these regions to those with stable or increasing rates to 
identify key differences. 

Librarians can help by providing resources on public health studies, policy analysis, and 
community health programs. They can also assist in finding qualitative data or case studies that 
highlight effective strategies and interventions (Rice & Southall, 2016). 

In summary, librarians can facilitate access to relevant data, offer guidance on data analysis, and 
support researchers in understanding and interpreting their findings. 
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